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. GRABEVINE FROM TWENTY STATES

£§éte budgets for higher education., junior colleges, and
Legislation regarding higher education and schools at all

ms will get a good deal of overhauling. Several states

on and corporate income tax acts. In some states sales
1ightly increased. ILegislators in'general believe state
tion are due to be substantially increased.

ehensive study of GEORGIA, On its opening day January
nd & recodifica- 9, the Assembly was greatly con-
jon statutes are be- cerned about legislation to main-
d -to the legislature. tain segregation in higher educa-
. tion in view of the recent federal
Ll - ko provide state court decision holding unlawful the
ocal funds for the con- denial of admission to three Negro
ublic junior college applicants by the Georgia State
8 been introduced. A School of Commerce.
n education beyond ‘ .
s+ of the Colorado legis- ALLINOIS. Being considered in some
1, has begun a study quarters and (1) a 2% tax on per-
continue two years, with sonal incomes, which would yield
he sedncational needs $370 million; (2) a 4% tax on coxr-
school graduates. boration net incomes, yielding $105
S million; (3) a 1/5¢ per bushel tax
The stete board of on grain futures sold on tha Chica-
recommends that the go market,; which would produce 522
pxésent contribution of million; and (4) several other new
% of public elementary and taxes or tax increases. Adding %¢
school operating costs be to the present 3¢ retailers' occu-
ed toward the national aver- pation tax would yield $51 million
40%. It advocates bond is- additional,
.$9,120,000 for educational
dngs at the four state teach- MAINE. Governor Clinton A. Clausen;
leges, and of $3,156,000 for in his combined inaugural and bud-
=liquidating auxiliary ser- get message, says "We must continue
acilities at three of the to improve our system of public ed-
ges;. also $12,035,000 for con- ucation. The University of Maine
f vocational schools and and our teachers colleges are in
nlical institutes at 8 towns. obvious need of eXpanded and im~
~pboard endorses a bill to per- proved facilities." He Yecommends
t local boards of education to a state bond issue of $10 million,
ablish and maintajn “community of which about $4 million would be
dergarduate colleges" upon ap- allocated to the university and
oval by a majority of the voters about 2.75 million to the five
-subject to licensing and ac- teacher-education institutions. As
reditation by the state board. Lo- additional operating funds in ex-—
al boards may charge fees to local cess of appropriations for the pre-—
’ =fitS not exceeding the per stu- ceding biennium, he asks $1,034.500
ent cost of instructional and ad- for the university and $261,547 for

nistrative salaries. the othcr institutions. He urges




MAINE (Cont'd.). that $50,000 be
appropriated for a study of state
and local tax structureds in Maine.

MARYLAND. The state board of edu-
cation has recommended a minimum
salary schedule of $3,600 to
$5,400 for elementary and second-
ary school teachers, .and the pres-
ent legislature will probably
enact it. A budget request to in-
crease state aid to public junior
colleges form $150 to $200 fper
student per year has been made,
and is expected to be approved.

In 1958 both the personal income
tax and the sales tax were raised
from 2% to 3%. A new tax of 3¢ a
pack on cigarettes produces $12
million, all of which is used to
increase salaries of public school
teachers.

MASSACHUSETTS. An act applying the
withholding feature to the state
income tax, retroactive to January
1, 1959, will probably become law.
There is also a good chance of the
enactment of a limited 3% sales
tax, with the revenue therefrom to
be shared with the 351 municipal-
ities. The state gasoline tax may
be increased by %¢ per gallon.
Leading legislators have badgered
the governing boards into increas~
ing tuition fees at the state in-
stitutions of higher education
from $100 to $200, effective July
1959, Legislation to increase
faculty salaries at all the in-
stitutions is considered likely to
pass.

MICHIGAN. In his inaugural address,
Governor Williams said: "With ad-
ditional research facilities, our
universities can be industrial mag-
nets in the age of space, of elec-
tronics, of atomic energy and of
machines so marvelous they seem
almost to possess intelligence."

A legislative study committee is
strongly recommending a graduated
income tax on personal and cor-
porate net incomes, which would
bring in $140 million of new revenue.

revenue. The governor's\budget pro-
poses $34.3 million for the Univer-
sity of Michigan, an increase of 4 R
million over last year; $28.4 mil-
lion for Michigan State University
(increase 3.1 million); and
$15,425,000 for Wayne State Univer-
sity (increase of 5.7 million part-
ly due to termination of support by
Detroit board of education). The
operating budget of the state de-
partment of public instruction
would be raised to $1.1 million by
an increased of $589,000, including
$302,170 to match federal funds for
strengthening science and mathemat-
ics. The state school aid fund
would get $46.7 million as a sup-
plement to provide for additional
enrollment and to increase the al-
lowance per pupil. Total state bud-
get for public education at all lev-
els would be $152.8 million, which
is $37 million larger than last year.

MINNESOTA. Governor Freeman asks for

tax revisions to produce $83.5 mil-
lion of new revenue during the bi-
ennium. Most of this would come f£fr
increasing the rates of the gradu-
ated personal income tax. He wants
$11.6 million to strengthen faculty
salaries at the University of Min-
nesota and the five state colleges,
and to maintain state support to
junior colleges at $200 per student
per year, for increased enrollments.
He advocates a $53 million capital
outlay program to be paid for over
200 years out of property taxes. Of
this the university would get $14
million for new buildings, His pro-
posed shift to the withholding sys-
tem for the income tax would pro-
duce a one-time windfall for 1959,
and of this he would allocate $6
million as state aid for junior col-
lege construction.

NEBRASKA. In his budget message, out-
going Governor Anderson recommended
substantial increases for the Uni-
versity of Nebraska and the state
colleges. Incoming Governor Brook’
now has the responsibility for leaacr-

ship. Taxation problems will preoc-
cupy the legislature.




NEW YORK. The State Dormitory Au-
thority, a corporation in eéxist—
ence since 1944, with power to is-
ue bonds to finance the construc-
tion of residence halls at colleges
and universities, may have its
bowers broadened to include fi-
nancing academic buildings hous-
ing classrooms, libraries and re-
lated facilities at privately con-
trolled institutions. .

NORTH CAROLINA. The legislative
Session will begin February 4. It
has been estimated that for the
1959-59 decade, the state institu—
tions of higher education will
need $90 million for capital im—
brovements. The legislature may
be asked to authorize a bond issue
in that amount, with $40 million
allocated to projects to be au-
thorized within the 19859-61 bien-
nium. ‘

OKLAHOMA. The Oklahoma Education
Association shows that enrollment
in Oklahoma colleges and univer-
iities has doubled in 21 years
(from 1934-34 to 1956-57) and rec-
ommends adequate financing for
higher education.

OREGON. A Legislative Interim Ed-
ucation Committee recommends that
additional community colleges be
founded by local initiative (the
state now has one, Central Oregon
College at Bend), and the state
'pay upto one~third of the operat-
ing cost. It is recommended that
the minimum qualification for a
community college district be set
at $75 million of taxable proper-—
ty and 1,000 resident high-school
enrollment.

SOUTH DAKOTA. The incoming ad-
ministration has indorsed in-
creased state aid for elementary
and secondary schools, and a state
teachers' retirement bprogram. The
institutions of higher education
meed increased operating budgets
4nd an augmented building program.
It is said that there is some

. school buildings,

support for a broadening of the 2%
sales tax to include Services and

other transactions, to produce ad-
tional revenue, .

TEXAS. This state is one of the feyw .
that has never had s sales tax.
There is now considerable discussion
of a sales tax or a state income tax
or both. The legislature convened
Januvary 13,

VERMONT. The state board of educa~
tion recommends additional construc—
tion and staffing at the teachers
colleges, and elimination of the
cormitment to teach in the state as
& requirement for admission to the
first two years. Tt also wants a
bond issue of $3.5 million for state
aid for the construction of public
including payment
of at least 40% of the cost of high
school buildings constructegd to re-
Place two or more existing high
schools.

of
flat

WASHINGTON. The superintendent
public instruction advocates a
income tax levy at the rate of 2%,
which would produce about $256 mil-
lion during the ensuing biennium,

He would eliminate the bresent busi-
ness and occupation tax, and remove
the retail sales tax from food items
and raise its rate to 4%. a1l1 these
shifts would result in a net in-,
Crease of revenue for the biennium
of about $144 million. A needed
revision and up-dating of the junior
college statute will be bProposed by
the state department of education.

WEST VIRGINIA. Legislature met Jan-
uvary l4. Some consideration is be-
ing given to additional sources of
revenue, such as a personal and cor-
borate net income tax, a natural re-
sources tax, and an extension of the
bresent 2% consumer sales tax; but
action is uncertain.

WISCONSIN. In December 1958 the
superintendent of public instruction
spent a full day with Governor-elect
Gaylord Nelson, informing him that




WISCONSIN (Cont'd.). $19 million
more would be needed to maintain
the present state aid formula for
public schools through the ensuing
biennium, because of increased
school enrollments. The state now
pays about 21% of the statewide to-
tal of school operating expenses,
with poorer districts getting more
than that share. The Legislative
Council is recommending a new
formula which would raise the per-
centage and require $20 million
additional state money. The League
of Wisconsin Municipalities advo-
cates increased state aid.

UNITED STATES CONGRESS. Plans are
afoot to amend the National Defense
Education Act. One bproposed change
would make specific provision for
helping two-year junior and commu-
nity colleges buy equipment for
Science, mathematics and language
instruction. Expansion of the cur-
rent graduate fellowship program
may also be proposed, and a system
of scholarships may be asked for
to replace or supplement the pres~
ent student-loan Plan. Scholar-
Ships would stimulate progress in
testing, guidance and counseling
in elementary and secondary schools,
It is reliably reported that
another proposed amendment will
brovide for $80 million a vear,
brobably for ten Years, to public
and private colleges to help fi-
hance the construction of class~-
rooms, laboratory, research, and
administration buildings.
) There will also be a measure
introduced to provide about $1.2
billion in grants to the states
on a fifty—fifty matching basis,
to build about 60,000 classrooms
f9r elementary ang secondary pub-
lic schools, Payments to the
States would not be in advance of
construction, but later to assist
with amortization ang debt-ser-
Vice. Thus very little federal
money would be required during the
remaining two years of the pres-
Sent administration.

’

Other bills for federal aid
for education are in the hopper.
The Murray-Metcalf bill, pushed bv
the National Education Associatio;
would provide federal bayments  to
the states of $25 per Pupil the
first year, rising to $100 per pu-
pil the fourth year and thereafter.
The money could be used either for
construction or salaries. Ultimate
cost would be $4.7 billion a vear.

A bill for federal allotments
to the states for public elementary
and secondary education, without
bPrescribing specific purposes, bears
the name of Representative Stewart
L. Udall of Arizona. This form of
federal aid tends to obviate fear
of federal control, by refraining
from any interference with the free~
dom of the states to develop their
own programs.




